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Intimal Sarcoma of the Arteria Femoralis Superficialis:
A Case-report
M.S. Vlug, T.K. Lim and M.W.C. de Jonge
Westfriesgasthuis Hoorn, Postbus 600, 1620 Hoorn, The
Netherlands
A 76-year-old male presented with recurrent claudication. A du-
plex scan showed an occluded superficial femoral artery of the
left leg. MRI revealed an inhomogeneously structured tumor, di-
rectly related to the femoral artery. The tumor was resected and
histology showed an intimal sarcoma. The patient has survived
now without further evidence of local recurrence or systemic
metastatic disease.
Intimal sarcomas of the arteries other than arising from the aorta
or pulmonary artery are rare. An intimal sarcoma of the superficial
femoral artery has not been described previously.
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Patients with Marfan syndrome were a well-known risk population
to develop aortic root aneurysm and aortic dissection through entire
life span. Repeated operations for ascending, descending and ab-
dominal aortic pathology were not uncommon. We present a case
report of a total thoracoabdominal aortic replacement in a Marfan
patient following heart transplantation and hemiarch repair. We
achieved a successful one-stage replacement of entire thoracoabdo-
minal aorta. The peri-operative course was complicated with
delayed, but reversible paraplegia. The surgical approach and
strategy of spinal cord protection is discussed.
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